sy R. Saus. 


Saus. 


sy R. 


Courte 


Lieutenant G.C.Breck 


Lietenant George H. Crocker 


Captain Mesereau commanded Battery B, 3rd 
New York Light Artillery at Honey Hill. Lieutenant 
Crocker commanded the left section; he was struck 
in the right eye by a musket ball but “wrapped a 
handkerchief around his head and fought his guns 
for a [further] hour.” Perhaps two hours after the 
final charge of the 55th Massachusetts two ammuni- 
tion chests of the right section were exploded by the 
Confederates’ shells; first lieutenant Breck “was much 
scorched in the face and hands by the explosion.” 
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SECESSION IN THE UPPER SOUTH 

Why did Arkansas, North Carolina, Virginia, and 
Tennessee secede? Were their concerns different from 
those of the lower South? 
—Dwight T. Pitcaithley 


HEROISM AT HONEY HILL 


As was often the case late in the war in the Union’s 
Department of the South, the heroism of common 
soldiers was unable to overcome the inept leader- 


ship of Union commanders. 
—Sharon S. MacDonald and W. Robert Beckman 


GENERAL McCLELLAN’S MISADVENTURE IN 


INTER-STATE DIPLOMACY 

In the summer of 1861 General George B. McClellan 
came in for widespread criticism after meeting with 
his friend Simon Bolivar Buckner, commander of the 


Kentucky State Guard. 
—Ethan S. Rafuse 


“NO FEDERAL PRISONERS WERE INCLUDED” 
A simple linguistic ruse obscured the widespread 
murder of Union soldiers after they had laid down 


their arms. 
—Linda Barnickel 


MR. LINCOLN’S MAN IN LIVERPOOL 

To offset the U.S. Navy’s numerical superiority, 
the Confederates contracted for the construc- 
tion of powerful commerce raiders in European 
shipyards. U.S. consuls such as Thomas H. Dudley 
were in the forefront of the struggle to disrupt the 


Confederacy’s plans. 
—Coy Cross 
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Braxton Bragg 
(“Underrated Generals,’ page 12) 


Civil War entrenchments were extensive 
(“Was the Civil War a Modern War?” page 18) 


Vigilantes search the baggage of a Harper’s Weekly 
sketch artist 
(“Tennessee Taliban,” page 50) 
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UNDERRATED GENERALS 


A panel of historians makes some surprising judgments 
regarding well-known generals, and selects some obscure ones 

who deserve better. 
—Sharon S. MacDonald, Steven H. Newton, William G. Piston, 
Steven E. Woodworth 


WAS THE CIVIL WAR A MODERN WAR? 


For many years it was asserted that the Civil War was, in 
significant ways, the first “modern” war. That view is increasingly 
being challenged. 

— Wayne Wei-siang Hsieh 


THE GREAT ESCAPE 


Two Union officers determine to escape from Richmond’s 
notorious Libby Prison, and in doing so pave the way for the 
largest exodus of prisoners in the Civil War. 

—Joseph Wheelan 


SHERMAN IN WINTER 


Little-known family recollections throw light on William 
Tecumseh Sherman in the twilight of his life. 
—Carl Schenker 


ARKANSAS SUMMER 


A man destined later to lead a corps in the “March to the Sea” 
learns the ropes in his first independent command as he copes 
with the morale of his troops, difficult logistics, inhospitable 
terrain, and a swarm of guerrillas. 

—Mary B. Townsend 


TENNESSEE TALIBAN 


Committees of Public Safety run riot in the Volunteer State in 
1861-1862—even inadvertently arresting a Confederate general 
as a spy— and local officials grow concerned at the spreading 
lawlessness. 

—James B. Jones Jr 
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11 THE GRAND DESIGN 


There is no evidence that Jefferson Davis gave Although many works include the word “strategy” 
extended considerati @ basic stion: whi ( . . “ mes : 
eaenaen consideration to the basic question what in their titles, the vast literature on the Civil War is 

the South would have to do to win the war. 4 x 
(“The Grand Design” page 11) nearly bereft of studies of any elements of the war’s 
strategy. 
—Donald Stoker 


26 FEARLESS RIDERS, FAVORITE SONS 


The First Vermont Cavalry forged an enviable combat 
record during the Civil War, but it very nearly wasn’t 
mustered in at all. 

—Joseph D. Collea Jr. 


37 A MORAL VIEW OF THE CIVIL WAR 


Isn’t it about time we acknowledged that one side 
was right and the other wrong? 


—Thomas M. Sobottke 


The lightning rod among officers for questionable 


conduct was Colonel Edward Sawyer. 50 THE EVIL EFFECTS OF DANCING 


(“Fearless Riders, Favorite Sons,” page 26) 
No, we’re not giving you even a clue as to what this 
is about—you'll just have to read it for yourself! 


—Keith Knoke 
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The blessings of slavery 
(“A Moral View of the Civil War,” page 37) 
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Sterling Price 
(“Price’s Raid,” p. 11) 


George Brinton McClellan 
(“McClellan at Antietam,” p.31) 
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Frederick Benteen 
(“The Last Battle of the Civil War” p. 50) 
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PRICE'S RAID 


The misgivings of senior Confederates at the choice 
of Sterling Price to lead the 1864 cavalry raid into 
Missouri, were amply borne out by the results. 

—D. Reid Ross 


CONFEDERATE RECKONING 


The Confederate project was undermined in ways 
that had not occurred to its founders, and failed 
politically as well as militarily. 

—Stephanie McCurry 


McCLELLAN AT ANTIETAM 


Was George McClellan as much at fault as histori- 
ans have often asserted? 


—Gregory A. Thiele 


REPUBLIC IN PERIL 


How real was the threat of foreign intervention in 
the Civil War? 
—Howard Jones 


THE LAST BATTLE OF THE CIVIL WAR 


The Union assault on Columbus, Georgia, April 16, 
1865. 
—Charles A. Misulia 
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WAR COMES TO WEST 
POINT 

Secession brought disarray to the 
U.S. Military Academy. 


| GOTT MIT UNS 


In the aftermath of First Bull Run, 
each side offered religious 
explanations for the 
outcome. 

George G-Rable 
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FREEMASONS IN THE 
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When enemies could still be 
Brothers. 
Michael A. Halleran 
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Williamjames H. Hoffer 


A SCENE SO TERRIBLE 


The fight for Fairview and 
Chancellorsville, May 3, 1863. 
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Ethan S. Rafuse 
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INTERDICTING THE 
MISSISSIPPI 


Vessels on the Mississippi had to 
run the gauntlet of an intrepid 


Confederate 
\e aff Myron J. Smith 


colonel. 
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“THE FEDERALS 
FOUGHT LIKE DEVILS” 


Mark K. Christ 
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